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1 Copies may be obtained, at cost, from the 
National Technical Information Service, 5285 
Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22121. 2 See footnote 1 to § 247.1. 
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AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C. 121 and 133. 

SOURCE: 62 FR 42905, Aug. 11, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 247.1 Purpose. 
This part implements DoD Directive 

5122.10 1 and implements policy, assigns 
responsibilities, and prescribes proce-
dures concerning authorized DoD Ap-
propriated Funded (APF) newspapers 
and magazines, and Civilian Enterprise 
(CE) newspapers, magazines, guides, 
and installation maps in support of the 
DoD Internal Information Program. 

§ 247.2 Applicability. 
This part: 
(a) Applies to the Office of the Sec-

retary of Defense (OSD), the Military 
Departments, the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Combatant 
Commands, the Defense Agencies, and 
the DoD Field Activities (hereafter re-
ferred to collectively as ‘‘the DoD 
Components’’). The term ‘‘Military 
Services,’’ as used herein, refers to the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the 
Marine Corps, and includes the Coast 
Guard when operating as a Military 
Service in the Navy. The term Com-

mander, as used herein, also means 
Heads of the DoD Components. 

(b) Does not apply to the Stars and 
Stripes (S&S) newspapers and business 
operations. S&S guidance is provided in 
DoD Directive 5122.11. 2 

(c) The term Commander, as used in 
this part, also means Heads of the DoD 
Components. 

§ 247.3 Definitions. 

Civilian Enterprise (CE) guides and in-
stallation maps. Authorized publications 
containing advertising that are pre-
pared and published under contract 
with commercial publishers. The right 
to circulate the advertising in these 
publications to the DoD readership 
constitutes contractual consideration 
to pay for these DoD publications. The 
publications become the property of 
the command, installation, or intended 
recipient upon delivery in accordance 
with terms of the contract. Categories 
of these publications are: 

(1) Guides. Publications that provide 
DoD personnel with information about 
the mission of their command; the 
availability of command, installation, 
or community services; local geog-
raphy; historical background; and 
other information. These publications 
may include installation telephone di-
rectories at the discretion of the com-
mander. 

(2) Installation maps. Publications de-
signed for orientation of new arrivals 
or for visitors. 

CE publications. CE newspapers, CE 
magazines, CE guides and installation 
maps produced commercially under the 
CE concept. 

DoD newspapers. Authorized, unoffi-
cial publications, serving as part of the 
commander’s internal information pro-
gram, that support DoD command in-
ternal communication requirements. 
Usually, they are distributed weekly or 
monthly. DoD newspapers contain 
most, if not all, of the following ele-
ments to communicate with the in-
tended DoD readership: command, 
military department, and DoD news 
and features; commanders’ comments; 
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3 See footnote 1 to § 247.1. 

letters to the editor; editorials; com-
mentaries; features; sports; entertain-
ment items; morale, welfare, and recre-
ation news and announcements; pho-
tography; line art; and installation and 
local community news and announce-
ments. DoD newspapers do not nec-
essarily reflect the official views of, or 
endorsement of content by, the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

(1) CE newspapers. Newspapers pub-
lished by commercial publishers under 
contract with the DoD Components or 
their subordinate commands. The com-
mander or public affairs office provides 
oversight and final approval authority 
for the news and editorial content of 
the paper. Authorized news and infor-
mation sources include the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Public Affairs (OASD(PA)), AFIS, the 
Military Departments, their subordi-
nate levels of command, and other Gov-
ernment Agencies. CE contractor per-
sonnel may provide material for use in 
the newspaper if approved by the com-
mander or public affairs officer (PAO), 
as the commander’s representative. 
These newspapers contain advertising 
sold by the commercial publisher on 
the same basis as for CE guides and in-
stallation maps and may contain sup-
plements or inserts. They become the 
property of the command, installation, 
or intended recipient upon delivery in 
accordance with terms of the contract. 

(2) Funded newspapers. Newspapers 
published by the DoD Components or 
their subordinate commands using ap-
propriated funds. The editorial content 
of these newspapers is prepared by the 
internal information section of the 
public affairs staff or other internal 
sources. Usually, these newspapers are 
printed by the Government Printing 
Office (GPO) or under GPO contract in 
accordance with Government printing 
regulations. DoD Directive 5330.3 3 
specifies DPS as the sole DoD conduit 
to the GPO. 

(3) Overseas Combatant Command 
newspapers. Newspapers published for 
overseas audiences approved by the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Public 
Affairs (ASD(PA)) to provide world, 
U.S., and regional news from commer-
cial sources, syndicated columns, edi-

torial cartoons, and applicable U.S. 
Government, Department of Defense, 
Component, and subordinate command 
news and information. 

(4) News bulletins and summaries. Pub-
lications of deployed or isolated com-
mands and ships compiled from na-
tional and international news and opin-
ion obtained from authorized sources. 
News bulletins or summaries may be 
authorized by the next higher level of 
command when no daily English lan-
guage newspapers are readily available. 

Inserts. A flier, circular, or free-
standing advertisement placed within 
the folds of the newspaper. No dis-
claimer or other labeling is required. 

Magazines. Authorized, unofficial 
publications, serving as part of the 
commander’s internal information pro-
gram. They are produced and distrib-
uted periodically, usually monthly, and 
contain information of interest to per-
sonnel of the publishing DoD compo-
nent or organization. They usually re-
flect a continuing policy as to purpose, 
format, and content. They are nor-
mally non-directive in nature and are 
published to inform, motivate, and im-
prove the performance of the personnel 
and organization. They may be pub-
lished as funded magazines or under 
the CE concept. 

Option. A unilateral right in a con-
tract by which, for a specified time, the 
Government may elect to acquire addi-
tional supplies or services called for by 
the contract, or may elect to extend 
the term of the contract. 

Organizational terms—(1) Command. A 
unit or units, an organization, or an 
area under the command of one indi-
vidual. It includes organizations head-
ed by senior civilians that require com-
mand internal information-type media. 

(2) DoD Components. See § 247.2 (a). 
(3) Installation. A DoD facility or ship 

that serves as the base for one or more 
commands. Media covered by this part 
may serve the command communica-
tion needs of one or several commands 
located at one installation. 

(4) Major command. A designated com-
mand such as the Air Mobility Com-
mand or the Army Forces Command 
that serves as the headquarters for sub-
ordinate commands or installations 
that have the same or related missions. 
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(5) Subordinate levels. Lower levels of 
command. 

Publications. As used in this part, 
‘‘publications’’ refers to DoD news-
papers, magazines, guides and/or instal-
lation maps serving the commander’s 
internal information program pub-
lished in both paper and electronic for-
mat, including digital printing. 

Supplements. Features, advertising 
sections, or morale, welfare and recre-
ation sections printed with or inserted 
into newspapers for distribution. Sup-
plements must be labeled ‘‘Supplement 
to the (name of newspaper).’’ Editorial 
content in supplements is subject to 
approval by the commander or the PAO 
as his or her agent. 

§ 247.4 Policy. 
It is DoD policy that: 
(a) A free flow of news and informa-

tion shall be provided to all DoD per-
sonnel without censorship or news 
management. The calculated with-
holding of news unfavorable to the De-
partment of Defense is prohibited. 

(b) News coverage and other editorial 
content in DoD publications shall be 
factual and objective. News and head-
lines shall be selected using the dic-
tates of good taste. Morbid, sensa-
tional, or alarming details not essen-
tial to factual reporting shall be avoid-
ed. 

(c) DoD publications shall distinguish 
between fact and opinion, both of 
which may be part of a news story. 
When an opinion is expressed, the per-
son or source shall be identified. Accu-
racy and balance in coverage are para-
mount. 

(d) DoD publications shall distin-
guish between editorials (command po-
sition) and commentaries (personal 
opinion) by clearly identifying them as 
such. 

(e) News content in DoD publications 
shall be based on releases, reports, and 
materials provided by the DoD Compo-
nents and their subordinate levels, DoD 
newspaper staff members, and other 
government agencies. DoD publications 
shall credit sources of all material 
other than local, internal sources. This 
includes, but is not limited to, Military 
Department news sources, American 
Forces Information Service, and com-
mand news releases. 

(f) DoD publications may contain ar-
ticles of local interest to installation 
personnel produced outside official 
channels (e.g., stringers, local organi-
zations), provided that the author’s 
permission has been obtained, the 
source is credited, and they do not oth-
erwise violate this part. 

(g) DoD publications normally shall 
not be authorized the use of commer-
cial news and opinion sources, such as 
Associated Press (AP), United Press 
International (UPI), New York Times, 
etc., except as stated in this paragraph 
and the following paragraph. The use of 
such sources is beyond the scope of the 
mission of command or installation 
publications and puts them in direct 
competition with commercial publica-
tions. The use of such sources may be 
authorized for a specific DoD news-
paper by the cognizant DoD Component 
only when other sources of national 
and international news and opinion are 
not available. 

(h) Overseas Combatant Command 
newspapers published outside the 
United States may purchase or con-
tract for and carry news stories, fea-
tures, syndicated columns, and edi-
torial cartoons from commercial serv-
ices or sources. A balanced selection of 
commercial news or opinion shall ap-
pear in the same issue and same page, 
whenever possible, but in any case, 
over a reasonable time period. Selec-
tion of commercial news sources, syn-
dicated columns, and editorial cartoons 
to be purchased or contracted for shall 
be approved by the Commanders. Over-
seas Combatant Command newspapers, 
news bulletins, and news summaries 
authorized to carry national and world 
news may include coverage of U.S. po-
litical campaign news from commercial 
news sources. Presentation of such po-
litical campaign news shall be made on 
a balanced, impartial, and nonpartisan 
basis. 

(i) The masthead of all DoD publica-
tions shall contain the following dis-
claimer printed in type no smaller than 
6-point: ‘‘This (DoD newspaper, maga-
zine, guide or installation map) is an 
authorized publication for members of 
the Department of Defense. Contents of 
(name of the DoD newspaper/magazine/ 
this guide/this installation map) are 
not necessarily the official views of, or 
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